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What would you consider to be the qualities of a Hero? Many people might list 

characteristics such as extraordinary strength, the ability to fly, or some other 

superhuman skill. As my administrative team and I prepared to inspire all of our 

Plainville educators at our annual Convocation event at the start of the school year, my 

goal as the new superintendent was to highlight just how heroic educators can be, 

through personal stories about the heroes who made all the difference in my life, and to 

highlight and celebrate the heroes throughout our community who support Plainville 

Community Schools each day. 

During my comments at  Convocation, I shared  that when I was growing up, my 

heroes included a few influential family members who  worked very hard, made 

sacrifices and kept their promises, helping to motivate me to navigate my way through 

life’s challenges to where I am today. Aside from a few family members, the heroes in 

my life were primarily educators. My elementary school principal really got involved in 

the school and in our lives, showing he cared through building relationships and 

connections. My elementary school physical education teacher, who later became my 

football coach, inspired me to aspire for greatness by putting everything I had into 

everything I did. During workouts, he would push me by asking, “How many are you 

going to do, LePage?” The correct answer was, “As many as it takes, Coach!” I learned 

to apply that philosophy to everything I did, striving for excellence, as many times as it 

took to do the best I could, and learning from each mistake. Another influential educator 

was my band director who despite being about 4’10” tall, was very tough, but equally 

caring and supportive as she led our band with passion, commitment and great joy in 



doing what she loved. Finally, my high school guidance counselor, as they were 

previously called, pushed me at every turn, ensuring I took rigorous courses that would 

challenge me, and assisting in my pursuit of college aspirations regardless of financial 

obstacles and challenges.  

In the real world, where people can’t fly, swing from webs or lift vehicles, heroes 

come in the form of educators, counselors, coaches, administrators, fire fighters, police 

officers, those serving our country in the military, volunteers, individuals from 

organizations and businesses who support our schools, and local government officials. 

During our Convocation program, I was grateful to have the opportunity to share my 

story, and to thank our dedicated and caring educators and several heroic community 

guests who have served as leaders and heroes to others in multiple ways. Two 

exceptionally inspiring heroes that we recognized that morning are a couple of  

Plainville’s finest students, Plainville High School sophomore Nicholas Fasold, who 

started “Nico’s Lemonade Stand”  as a young boy and has since contributed over 

$75,000 to the Make-A-Wish Foundation,  and Michael Ahern, a Linden Street School 

fourth grader, who started “Scoops for Troops”  with a goal of raising $30,000 to support 

injured veterans and their families to attend a recalibration camp in Maine after being 

injured in combat. These two student heroes truly personify the definition of “heroic” and 

inspired all those in attendance with their selfless focus on others, as evidenced by the 

standing ovation they received that morning. We also celebrated the heroic actions of 

several community members including our local first responders and military personnel, 

district volunteers, and representatives from several local businesses and organizations. 

 



At the close of the Convocation program, I reminded our team of educators that 

relationships matter more than they might realize at the time, and that heroic actions 

take place in our schools every day, through caring deeds, dedication to making our 

students the best they can be, and through a commitment to making a difference for 

each and every student we serve.  

As we move through the 2019-2020 school year, we will continue to highlight 

heroism in Plainville Community Schools and our Plainville community. One way that 

we will communicate our collective focus on heroism is through our district’s Twitter 

accounts using the hash tags: #PCSHeroes and #WeArePlainville - please follow us on 

Twitter to help us celebrate and recognize Plainville Community Schools’ heroes and 

heroic moments!  As I continue in my first year as superintendent, I will also continue to 

work to “earn my cape” in leading our exceptional school district as we continue to 

heroically and collectively support students, teaching and learning in Plainville! 

 

 

  
 


